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LAW, CRIME AND COMMUNITY SAFETY COUNCIL 2016 — NEW ZEALAND 
Statement by Attorney General 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [1.02 pm]: In accordance with 
Premier’s Circular 2014/02, “Guidelines for Official Air Travel by Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries and 
Government Officers”, I make this report on my attendance at the first meeting of the Law, Crime and 
Community Safety Council for 2016 held in Queenstown, New Zealand, on 27 and 28 April 2016. The LCCSC 
assists the Council of Australian Governments by developing a national and trans-Tasman focus on fighting 
crime and promoting best practice in law, criminal justice and community safety, and the agenda covers the 
broad themes of law enforcement and crime reduction, law reform and emergency management. 

Ministers from New Zealand, the commonwealth and each state and territory with portfolio responsibility for 
law and justice, police, and emergency management were in attendance, as was a representative of the 
Australian Local Government Association. I also represented Western Australia’s Minister for Police and 
Minister for Emergency Services. The emergency management session was chaired by Hon Nikki Kaye, 
New Zealand Minister of Civil Defence; the law enforcement session by Hon Judith Collins, New Zealand 
Minister of Police; and the family violence and community safety session by Hon Amy Adams, New Zealand 
Minister of Justice; and the commonwealth Minister for Justice, Hon Michael Keenan, MP, chaired the final 
session on law reform. 

On 28 April 2016, Hon Rene Hidding, MP, Minister for Police and Emergency Management for Tasmania, 
asked ministers to pause for a minute of silence to commemorate the passage of 20 years since the events of the 
Port Arthur tragedy. The decisive actions of all Australian jurisdictions in developing and achieving consensus 
on the historic National Firearms Agreement were noted. 

Agenda items included updates on the national domestic violence order scheme, the LCCSC priority of harmful 
digital communications, and the national cooperative scheme on unexplained wealth. Ministers also noted an 
update on the response to the reports of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual 
Abuse on redress and civil litigation. Ministers were advised by the commonwealth that consultation will now 
occur through first ministers’ departments. Further details on the outcomes of this and previous LCCSC 
meetings, including the agreed priority actions for 2016–17, are available from the commonwealth 
Attorney-General’s website. 

In addition to attending the LCCSC, I attended a meeting of the Inter-governmental Committee of the Australian 
Crime Commission at which the commonwealth Minister for Justice, Hon Michael Keenan, MP, and the chief 
executive officer of the commission, Mr Chris Dawson, provided insight on the commission’s work with its 
partners to reduce the threat and impact of serious and organised crime on Australia and the Australian economy. 
I also attended a meeting of the state and territory Attorneys General forum, held in conjunction with the LCCSC 
meeting, which, apart from discussing matters of interest to only the states and territories, assisted in formulating 
jurisdictional responses to commonwealth proposals, and on behalf of the state of Western Australia, I laid 
a wreath at the Anzac Day dawn service in Queenstown. 
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